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agenda
Welcome 
	 Anne Feferman, Board President, 
	 Signature Class 34

Executive Director’s Remarks
	 Kristine Hilger Carles,  
	 Executive Director

Distinguished Alum Introduction 
	 Tim Sexton, Signature Class 24

2023 Distinguished Alumnus  
	 Jacqueline Kronk, Signature Class 35

Recognition of Emerge Participants 
Fall 2022 and Winter 2023 
	 Kyle Erwin, Director of Programs, 
	 Signature Class 46

Introduction of the Trish Ross 
Servant Leadership Award 
	 Shery Roussarie, Signature Class 31

Class 49 Reflections
	 Alicia Wells and Craig Heatherly
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Introduction of Signature Class 49 
	 Jaime Murphy, Signature Class 		
	 Coordinator, Signature Class 44 

Presentation of  
	 Class 49 and Plaques
Celebrating 30 Years of  
Youth Leadership 
	 Linda Ontiveros, Youth  
	 Leadership Class 28 

Closing Remarks 
	 Brandi Rodriguez,  
	 Board VP,  
	 Signature Class 42
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Kronk
Jacqueline

2023  
Distinguished  
Alumnus

continued 

CEO, Boys and Girls Clubs 
of St. Joseph County

Signature Class 35

Jacqueline has deep roots in the South 
Bend and Mishawaka communities. A 
trip to Chile as a college student ignited 
her passion for serving others and the 
community, and while in college she 
interned at the Center for the Homeless, 
working with their teens before taking 



continued 

a full-time job fundraising. Since then, 
she’s served in development, executive 
leadership roles, and on the boards 
for nonprofits and foundations in our 
area, with an 18-month stint overseas 
in Cambodia. These include the Center 
for Hospice Care, Anthony Travel, PEPY 
Empowering Youth, and the Jaxson 
William Augustus Swank Foundation.

Jacqueline has been a force in our 
community for years, and her impact is 
felt more than ever now as the CEO of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County. 
Her relationship with the Club began 
in 2011 as a Volunteer, and in 2019 she 
returned to the helm of the organization.

Under her leadership, the Club has gone 
from five to 27 Club sites, and now serves 
more than 3,000 kids annually. She has 
increased its workforce from 50 to more 
than 200 and quadrupled the budget. 
She’s led efforts for an academic recovery 
program that is making up for detrimental 
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pandemic learning loss for kids through 
after school programs. She has flipped 
the non-profit model on its head, making 
bold decisions and disrupting the status 
quo in efforts to fulfill the mission of the 
Club.

Jacqueline’s greatest strengths are her 
capacity to dream big, empower others, 
and motivate a group of people to work 
together for the greater good. Her vision 
for the future of the Club is having a 
tangible and sustainable impact on youth 
and families in our community.

Jacqueline is known for creating 
opportunities for others, and believes 
there is space for us all to work together 
to accomplish a common goal. She 
pushes back when no one else will, 
asks “Why not?”, and doesn’t take a 
simple “no” for an answer. You can find 
her in Indianapolis on a weekly basis, 
advocating at the state level for the South 
Bend and Mishawaka communities.



At the Club, she has worked to create 
unique and innovative partnerships 
with other organizations, with the belief 
that a rising tide not only lifts all boats, 
but that collaboration is the best way 
to serve those who need us most. 
She consistently holds the community 
accountable, calling on us all to do our 
part to make this a great place to live 
and work for all.

Jacqueline is a graduate of Leadership 
South Bend Mishawaka Class 35 
and has her Masters of Nonprofit 
Administration from the University of 
Notre Dame. She and her husband, 
Adam, stay busy with their four children, 
and Jacqueline also makes time to 
compete in any context she can find. 
She’s an avid soccer and tennis player 
and coached the La Lumiere Girls 
Basketball Team—three years ago to 
a state championship. She loves sushi, 
Rod Stewart, March Madness, and 
healthy debates.



emerge
fall 2022 class 17

Virginia Aparicio 
	� Bradley 

Company

Erick Beckstedt
	 1st Source Bank

Brian Brown 
	 Clay Fire  
	 Department

Roberto Limon
	� Hilton  

Garden Inn

Rhea Fuhrman 
	 Ivy Tech

Aleyna Mitchell 
	 El Campito

Aaron Nichols
	 SBCSC

Michelle Thomas
	 WorkOne

Robert Wood
	 Clay Fire  
	 Department



emerge
winter 2023 class 18

Matthew Barlow
	 enFocus

Karina Calderon
	 Bradley Company

James Cunningham
	 Clay Fire  
	 Department

Bradley Kauffman
	 enFocus

Jason Landrum
	 University of  
	 Notre Dame

Roberto Leal
	 SBCSC

Brooks Mace
	 Barnes &  
	 Thornburg, LLP

Benjamin Marlatt
	 1st Source Bank

Joshua McClendon
	 JGaming  
	� (Sponsored by 

Boling Vision 
Center)

Maria Rojas
	� Tres Marketing 	

(Sponsored by 
LACC)

Gladys Rosas
	� La Casa de Amistad

Troy Stout
	� Clay Fire 

Department

Kelly Straub
	� Families First Center

Tyler White
	� South Bend 

International Airport

Pennie Young
	 Bradley Company



signature
class 49

Erin Carter-Wortham
	 Leadership SBM

Aaron Charles
	� Ronald McDonald 

House

Brian Connolly
	� Freed Maxick

Hedy DeNolf
	� Montessori 

Academy Edison 
Lakes (Sponsored 
by Junior League of 
South Bend)

Otho Farrow
	 Metropolis Greens

Cori Graham
	� St. Joseph County 

Public Library

Alexaundria Groves
	 SBCSC

Nick Hardrict
	 Legacy Plaza SB

Laura Harlow
	 IUSB

Erin Hassan
	 TCU

Craig Heatherly
	 Gibson

Brooke Hummer
	 REAL Services

LaQuisha Jackson
	� Soulful Kitchen 

(Sponsored by 
LACC)

Michael Kendzicky
	 Baird

Libby Klesmith
	 THK Law, LLP

Andrew Lewis
	 1st Source Bank

leadership
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Garrett Ledbetter
	� Goodwill  

Industries of 
Michiana

Eric Long
	� Beacon Health 

Systems

Elliot Lusk
	 TCU

Amanda McCord
	 Centier Bank

Tamara McCoy
	� Center for the 

Homeless

Anna McEachern
	� Wilcox & 

Associates

Conor Montijo
	� University of  

Notre Dame

Eusebio Pantoja
	� GTO Masonry 

(Sponsored by 
LACC)

Derrick Perry
	� Oaklawn 

Tewanna Perry
	� Purdue Polytechnic 

High School

Stephanie Powers
	� St. Vincent de  

Paul Society

Tracy Rendall
	� University of  

Notre Dame

Alyssa Seymour
	 Final Phase Electric

Robert Shane
Notre Dame Federal  
Credit Union

leadership
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class 49

Lety Stanton-
Verduzco
	� Boys & Girls Club 

of St. Joseph 
County

Shaban Varajab
	 SBCSC

Alicia Wells
	� Allendale 

Treatment

Matthew Wetzel
	 Bradley Company

Jim Wiskotoni
	� Hospice  

Foundation

leadership



signature class 49
impact projects

Advocacy is the Wave
Team Advocacy is the Wave used their 
collective skillset while partnering 
with Girls on the Run (GOTR) to drive 
awareness of GOTR programs within 
South Bend Community schools. With 
a goal of expanding the organizations 
reach to all 15 local elementary schools, 
Team Advocacy laid the foundation 
for expansion and long-term data 
collection to highlight the impact of 
Girls on the Run.

Team AMGR
This project team partnered with 
El Campito Preschool to help raise 
awareness and kick off a capital 
campaign for the organization. El 
Campito plans to make updates to their 
building and Team AMGR has worked 
diligently to create a pathway for a 
successful capital campaign.



signature class 49
impact projects

Red Admirals
Named after the butterfly which  
symbolizes hope for the future, this project 
team partnered with IUSB to instill hope 
for students considering a gap year on 
their professional journeys. The group 
developed a community focused program 
which provides high school graduates 
with an alternative path toward future 
educational and professional success.

Tenacious E
Mishawaka Rotary needed a jumpstart 
and team Tenacious E answered the call. 
After earning honorary Rotarian status for 
the year, this team raised awareness and 
interest in Mishawaka Rotary by hosting an 
after-hours mixer that gathered members 
from Rotary clubs all over the state. The 
team capitalized on the event by gathering 
data from attendees who showed 
significant interest in reviving  
the local club.



signature class 49
impact projects

Team Paperclips
This project team partnered with the REAL 
Services CARES program to provide aid 
to those diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and 
dementia. The team connected REAL 
Services with local authorities to provide 
bracelets that, when scanned, give health 
care and emergency contact information 
for the patient. This alternative method 
of care eliminates harmful interactions 
between authorities and patients and 
expedites emergency care when needed.

XLIX
Appropriately named after Class 49, this 
group partnered with the Center for the 
Homeless to maximize the efficiency 
of the organization’s inventory process. 
With hundreds of donations coming in 
every day, and the urgency to get these 
donations to those who need them most, 
Team XLIX created a process fcr the 
Center staff to manage their inventory and 
streamline donations for the future.



thank you
to our facilitators

and speakers!
Matthew Bussler
	� Pokagon Band  

of Potawatomi 
Humberto Delgado
	 La Casa de Amistad

Travis Childs
	� South Bend  

History Museum

Moshe Kruger
	� The Jewish 

Federation of  
St. Joseph Valley

Debie Coble, 
Andrea Ledbetter, 
& Kelsey Fleming
	 Goodwill Industries

Kintae Lark
	 The Hairpoet

Brent Spring
	� Ivy Tech  

Culinary Arts

Julie Cotton
	 Next Level Improv

Phil Blasko
	� Mishawaka Parks 

and Recreation

Emanuel Caraman
	� South Bend  

Lyric Opera

James Mueller
	� Mayor of  

South Bend

Dave Wood
	� Mayor of  

Mishawaka

Jason Critchlow
	� Portage Township 

Trustee

Megan Zwart
	� Saint Mary’s  

College continued 



Carolyn Hahn
	 The CASIE Center

Amy Stewart-Brown
	� Family Justice 

Center of  
St. Joseph County

Ike Shipman
	 DePaul Academy

Sheriff Bill Redman
	� St. Joseph County 

Corrections

Corporal Dan 
Banicki
	� St. Joseph County 

Corrections

Remedy Live
	� Allendale 

Treatment

Chris Taelman
	� Center for Hospice 

Care/Hospice 
Foundation

Robin Vida
	� St. Joseph County 

Health Department

Sara Stewart
	 Unity Gardens

Amy Kintz
	� Barnes and 

Thornburg, LLP

Gilberto Carles
	� The University of 

Notre Dame

Brandi Rodriguez
	� Kruggel, Lawton 

CPAs
Trent Moore
	 Goodwill Industries
Dr. Bunmi Okanlami
	� Vera Z. Dwyer 

School of Health 
Sciences, IUSB

Jackie Rucker
	 TCU
David O’Connor
	 Partner with NP

Jaime Murphy
	� Leadership SBM/

Allendale  
Treatment

continued 



Jeff Walker
	� The Beacon 

Resource Center

Renee Fleming
	 1st Source Bank

Rebekah Go
	 St. Mary’s College

Jesusa Rivera
	 Proteus, Inc

Sara Stewart
	 Unity Gardens



get yourteam

Field Day
the 2023

ready!

August 7th • Holy Cross College

     More information coming  
   soon, so save the date 
and get ready for some fun!









board of directors
2022-2023

President, Anne Feferman - TCU
Vice President, Brandi Rodriguez -  
	 Kruggel, Lawton CPAs
Secretary, Tony Randles, Ph.D. - IUSB
Treasurer, Gabe Montes - Crowe, LLP
At-Large, Ryan Kring - Ancon Construction

Janee Carlile -  
Cornerstone  
Family Therapy
Taya Chapman -  
Center for the 
Homeless
Humberto  
Delgado -  
La Casa de  
Amistad
Renée Fleming -  
1st Source Bank
Erick Frey -  
NDFCU

Marla Godette - 
Mentoring Moments

Courtney Kubly -  
Downtown South 
Bend, Inc.

Sarah Rice -  
Ivy Tech  
Community College

Steve Staszewski -  
HGR Group, Inc.

Amanda Zaluckyj  -  
Athora Law 
Group,LLC

Members

Pat Cressy - Honorary Class 23,  
	 Board Member Emeritus



staff 2022-2023

Kristine Hilger Carles,
	 Executive Director

Erin Carter-Wortham,
	 Director of Development &  
	 Community Outreach

Kyle Erwin,
	 Director of Programs

Jaime Murphy,
	 Signature Program Coordinator

Erin Tracy,
	 Youth Program Coordinator

Tiffany Reddick,
	 GIRLs Program Coordinator

Trish Ross,
	 Logan Leadership  
	� Coordinator


